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NOTE  

A selection of the most important cases dealt with by the Court (also 
referred to as “key cases”) is made quarterly by the Bureau, upon 
recommendation by the Jurisconsult (see Title I, Chapters II and III, of 
the Rules of Court about their respective roles). This list contains the 
selection of key cases for 2024. 

Cases are listed by reference to the relevant Convention Articles and 
keywords, then alphabetically by respondent State and by applicant. 
They are also listed under the importance level “Key cases” in the 
HUDOC case-law database. 

By default, all references are to Chamber judgments. Grand Chamber 
cases, whether judgments or decisions, are indicated by “[GC]”. 
Decisions are indicated by “(dec.)”. 

Chamber judgments that are not yet “final” within the meaning of 
Article 44 of the Convention are marked “ ”. In the event that any such 
judgment is accepted for referral to the Grand Chamber in accordance 
with Article 43, it will not be included in the present list. 

For information on the manner of citing the Court’s case-law, please 
see here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article 44 § 2 – Final judgments 

The judgment of a Chamber shall become final 

(a) when the parties declare that they will not request 
that the case be referred to the Grand Chamber; or 

(b) three months after the date of the judgment, if 
reference of the case to the Grand Chamber has not 
been requested; or 

(c) when the panel of the Grand Chamber rejects the 
request to refer under Article 43. 

Article 43 – Referral to the Grand Chamber 

1. Within a period of three months from the date of the judgment 

of the Chamber, any party to the case may, in exceptional cases, 

request that the case be referred to the Grand Chamber. 

2. A panel of five judges of the Grand Chamber shall accept the 

request if the case raises a serious question affecting the 

interpretation or application of the Convention or the Protocols 

thereto, or a serious issue of general importance. 

3. If the panel accepts the request, the Grand Chamber shall 

decide the case by means of a judgment. 

https://echr.coe.int/Documents/Rules_Court_ENG.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Note_citation_ENG.pdf
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4 Key cases 2024 (first quarter) 

Cases by Article 
 
 
 
 

ARTICLE 6 
Article 6 § 1 (criminal) 

FAIR HEARING 

Validity of waiver of the right to legal assistance signed by the 
applicant while in unrecorded detention and suffering from drug 
withdrawal symptoms: violation 

Bogdan v. Ukraine, no. 3016/16, 8 February 2024 

Judgment | Legal summary 

Article 6 § 3 (c) 

DEFENCE THROUGH LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

Validity of waiver of the right to legal assistance signed by the 
applicant while in unrecorded detention and suffering from drug 
withdrawal symptoms: violation 

Bogdan v. Ukraine, no. 3016/16, 8 February 2024 

Judgment | Legal summary 

ARTICLE 9 
FREEDOM OF RELIGION 

MANIFEST RELIGION OR BELIEF 

Decrees in Flemish and Walloon Regions prohibiting animal 
slaughter without prior stunning, while providing for reversible 
stunning in ritual slaughter: no violation 

Executief van de Moslims van België and Others v. Belgium, 
no. 16760/22 et al., 13 February 2024 (not final) 

Judgment | Legal summary 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-230718
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14285
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-230718
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14285
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-231227
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14290


5 Key cases 2024 (first quarter) 

ARTICLE 14 
DISCRIMINATION 

Decrees in Flemish and Walloon Regions prohibiting animal 
slaughter without prior stunning, while providing for reversible 
stunning in ritual slaughter: no violation 

Executief van de Moslims van België and Others v. Belgium, 
no. 16760/22 et al., 13 February 2024 (not final) 

Judgment | Legal summary 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-231227
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14290


6 Key cases 2024 (first quarter) 

Cases by respondent State 
 
 
 
 

BELGIUM 

Executief van de Moslims van België and 
Others v. Belgium, no. 16760/22 et al., 
13 February 2024 (not final) 

Judgment | Legal summary 

UKRAINE 

Bogdan v. Ukraine, no. 3016/16,  
8 February 2024  

Judgment | Legal summary 

 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-231227
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14290
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-230718
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14285


7 Key cases 2024 (first quarter) 

Cases by applicant 
 
 
 
 

B 

Bogdan v. Ukraine, no. 3016/16,  
8 February 2024 

Judgment | Legal summary 

E 

Executief van de Moslims van België and 
Others v. Belgium, no. 16760/22 et al., 
13 February 2024 (not final) 

Judgment | Legal summary 
 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-230718
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14285
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-231227
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14290
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