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NOTE

A selection of the most important cases dealt with by the Court (also
referred to as “key cases”) is made quarterly by the Bureau. This list
contains the selection of key cases for 2026 as far as completed.

Cases are listed by reference to the relevant Convention Articles and
keywords, then alphabetically by respondent State and by applicant.
They are also listed under the importance level “Key cases” in the
HUDOC case-law database.

By default, all references are to Chamber judgments. Grand Chamber
cases are indicated by “[GC]”. Decisions are indicated by “(dec.)”.

Chamber judgments that are not yet “final” within the meaning of
Article 44 of the Convention are marked “(not final)”. In the event that
any such judgment is accepted for referral to the Grand Chamber in
accordance with Article 43, it will no longer be included in the present
list.

For information on the manner of citing the Court’s case-law, please

see here.

Article 43 — Referral to the Grand Chamber

1. Within a period of three months from the date of the
judgment of the Chamber, any party to the case may, in
exceptional cases, request that the case be referred to
the Grand Chamber.

2. A panel of five judges of the Grand Chamber shall
accept the request if the case raises a serious question
affecting the interpretation or application of the
Convention or the Protocols thereto, or a serious issue of
general importance.

3. If the panel accepts the request, the Grand Chamber
shall decide the case by means of a judgment.

Article 44 - Final judgments
1. The judgment of the Grand Chamber shall be final.
2. The judgment of a Chamber shall become final

(a) when the parties declare that they will not request that the
case be referred to the Grand Chamber; or

(b) three months after the date of the judgment, if reference
of the case to the Grand Chamber has not been requested; or

(c) when the panel of the Grand Chamber rejects the request
to refer under Article 43.

3. The final judgment shall be published.
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Cases by Article

ARTICLE 2

ARTICLE 3

POSITIVE OBLIGATIONS
LIFE

Domestic authorities’ failure to address applicant’s complaint
concerning the real and immediate risk to his life allegedly
originating from the State itself: violation

Navalnyy v. Russia (no. 4), nos. 4743/21 and 37083/21,
3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

INHUMAN TREATMENT
DEGRADING TREATMENT
Applicant simultaneously subjected to a combination of several

forms of ill-treatment in detention: violation

Navalnyy v. Russia (no. 4), nos. 4743/21 and 37083/21,
3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

DEGRADING PUNISHMENT
INHUMAN PUNISHMENT
New mandatory ex officio mechanism of executive review of life-

sentences after twenty-eight years of detention: no violation

F.B. and Others v. the Netherlands, nos. 28157/18 et al.,
21 April 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

4 Key cases 2026 (January - June)
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ARTICLE 4

Resetting of the starting date of the 25-year minimum term of a
life sentence to the date of the new criminal conviction for
another offence: violation

Antonov v. Estonia, no. 48721/22, 28 April 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

EXPULSION

Intended deportation of Afghan national of Hazara ethnicity who
had spent the past ten years in Sweden: deportation would
constitute a violation

D.M. v. Sweden, no. 32694/23, 26 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

POSITIVE OBLIGATIONS

Ineffective criminal investigation into allegations of sexual abuse
of a minor by her stepfather, liable to cause secondary
victimisation: violation

X v. Georgia, no. 35640/22, 31 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

COMPULSORY LABOUR
FORCED LABOUR

Failure of respondent State to comply with its positive obligations
to protect applicant against the “forced or compulsory labour”
associated with his belonging to the “outcast” group within
informal prisoner hierarchy: violation

Petrov v. Republic of Moldova, no. 38066/18, 5 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary
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ARTICLE 5

ARTICLE 6

Article 6 § 1 (civil)

LAWFUL ARREST OR DETENTION
PROCEDURE PRESCRIBED BY LAW

Applicant’s unlawful detention pending the proceedings on the
activation of his suspended sentence based on his
2014 conviction: violation

Navalnyy v. Russia (no. 4), nos. 4743/21 and 37083/21,
3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

AFTER CONVICTION

Applicant’s unlawful detention after the activation of his
suspended sentence based on his 2014 conviction: violation

Navalnyy v. Russia (no. 4), nos. 4743/21 and 37083/21,
3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

CIVIL RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS

Reconsideration of ruling given in judgment, during compensation
proceedings brought by third-party intervener against applicant
company for damage resulting from bribing of judge having taken
part in adopting said judgment, without undermining principle of
legal certainty: no violation

Court of Cassation failed to give sufficient reasons for its
determination of court costs awarded against applicant company:
violation

Finanziaria D’Investimento Fininvest S.P.A. and Berlusconi v. Italy,
no. 23538/14, 8 January 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

Advisory opinion on the status of monastic premises and the
jurisdiction of the courts to examine a dispute concerning them

Advisory opinion requested by the Supreme Court of Ukraine [GC],
P16-2025-001, 5 March 2026

Advisory Opinion | Legal summary
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Lack of judicial review of President of the Republic’s refusal to
appoint junior judges to vacant judge posts despite their
successful participation in a selection procedure conducted by the
National Council of the Judiciary: violation

Sobczynska and Others v. Poland, nos. 62765/14 et al.,
21 May 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

ACCESS TO COURT

Advisory opinion on the status of monastic premises and the
jurisdiction of the courts to examine a dispute concerning them

Advisory opinion requested by the Supreme Court of Ukraine [GC],
P16-2025-001, 5 March 2026

Advisory Opinion | Legal summary

Lack of judicial review of President of the Republic’s refusal to
appoint junior judges to vacant judge posts despite their
successful participation in a selection procedure conducted by the
National Council of the Judiciary: violation

Sobczynska and Others v. Poland, nos. 62765/14 et al.,
21 May 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

FAIR HEARING

Reconsideration of ruling given in judgment, during compensation
proceedings brought by third-party intervener against applicant
company for damage resulting from bribing of judge having taken
part in adopting said judgment, without undermining principle of
legal certainty: no violation

Court of Cassation failed to give sufficient reasons for its
determination of court costs awarded against applicant company:
violation

Finanziaria D’Investimento Fininvest S.P.A. and Berlusconi v. Italy,
no. 23538/14, 8 January 2026

Judgment | Legal summary
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Article 6 § 1 (criminal)

Fairness of Supreme Court proceedings to challenge decision of
High Council of Judiciary following performance appraisal of
judge, which resulted in “poor” rating, automatic temporary
suspension from duty and opening of disciplinary proceedings
against him: no violation

Salvador Coutinho dos Santos Amado v. Portugal, no. 44794/19,
3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

TRIBUNAL ESTABLISHED BY LAW

No flagrant breach of domestic rules on court jurisdiction:
no violation

Finanziaria D’Investimento Fininvest S.P.A. and Berlusconi v. Italy,
no. 23538/14, 8 January 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

CRIMINAL CHARGE

Fines and confiscation orders made against a presidential
candidate for minor offences violating the law on financing
electoral campaigns not “criminal”: inadmissible

Macovei v. Romania (dec.), no. 58004/17, 26 February 2026

Decision | Legal summary

FAIR HEARING

Legislative intervention with retrospective effect permitting the
annulment of the presidential pardons granted to the applicants
and the continuation of the criminal proceedings leading to their
conviction: no violation

Failure to serve two of the applicants with a copy of the higher
prosecutor’s submissions in the proceedings before the Court of
Appeal: violation

Taleski and Others v. North Macedonia,
nos. 34261/23 and 7877/24, 23 June 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary
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Article6 § 2

ARTICLE 7

ADVERSARIAL TRIAL

Failure to serve two of the applicants with a copy of the higher
prosecutor’s submissions in the proceedings before the Court of
Appeal: violation

Taleski and Others v. North Macedonia,
nos. 34261/23 and 7877/24, 23 June 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE

Domestic decisions in compensation proceedings aimed at
establishing civil liability did not impute criminal liability to
applicant so as to suggest that criminal proceedings should have
been determined differently: no violation

Finanziaria D’Investimento Fininvest S.P.A. and Berlusconi v. Italy,
no. 23538/14, 8 January 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

NULLA POENA SINE LEGE
NULLUM CRIMEN SINE LEGE

Conviction for membership of an armed terrorist organisation
without establishing the mens rea required for the offence,
through an individualised and contextual assessment of criminal
liability: violation

Yasak v. Tiirkiye [GC], no. 17389/20, 5 May 2026

Judgment | Legal summary
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ARTICLE 8

POSITIVE OBLIGATIONS

Ineffective criminal investigation into allegations of sexual abuse
of a minor by her stepfather, liable to cause secondary
victimisation: violation

X v. Georgia, no. 35640/22, 31 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

Prolonged failure by national authorities to take decision on
application for family reunification lodged by stateless person, a
recognised refugee in Greece, on account of his inability to
produce supporting documents required by national
legislation: violation

Suji v. Greece, no. 13250/23, 23 June 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

RESPECT FOR PRIVATE LIFE

Unsuccessful civil defamation claim in respect of statements
made by a prominent clergyman, during a live televised interview,
accusing a publicly known defence counsel in high-profile criminal
cases of being an informer and provocateur who fed information
to the State Security Services: violation

Ramishvili v. Georgia, no. 4100/24, 3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

Refusal of the applicant’s admission to the School of Magistrates
for training as a prosecutor on the basis of a juvenile theft
conviction for which he had been legally rehabilitated: violation

Manjani v. Albania, no. 32283/23, 10 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

RESPECT FOR FAMILY LIFE

Refusal of State Agency for National Security to disclose whether
it gathered intelligence on the applicants or held information to
that effect in its databases: violation

Kanev and Bulgarian Helsinki Committee v. Bulgaria, no. 45864/22,
28 April 2026

Judgment | Legal summary
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ARTICLE 9

Prolonged failure by national authorities to take decision on
application for family reunification lodged by stateless person, a
recognised refugee in Greece, on account of his inability to
produce supporting documents required by national
legislation: violation

Suji v. Greece, no. 13250/23, 23 June 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

RESPECT FOR HOME

Advisory opinion on the status of monastic premises and the
jurisdiction of the courts to examine a dispute concerning them

Advisory opinion requested by the Supreme Court of Ukraine [GC],
P16-2025-001, 5 March 2026

Advisory Opinion | Legal summary

RESPECT FOR CORRESPONDENCE

Refusal of State Agency for National Security to disclose whether
it gathered intelligence on the applicants or held information to
that effect in its databases: violation

Kanev and Bulgarian Helsinki Committee v. Bulgaria, no. 45864/22,
28 April 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Advisory opinion on the status of monastic premises and the
jurisdiction of the courts to examine a dispute concerning them

Advisory opinion requested by the Supreme Court of Ukraine [GC],
P16-2025-001, 5 March 2026

Advisory Opinion | Legal summary

11 Key cases 2026 (January - June)


https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-251090
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14649
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=003-8474673-12010815
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=003-8474865-12011180
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-249805
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=002-14696
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=003-8474673-12010815
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=003-8474865-12011180

ARTICLE 10

ARTICLE 14

ARTICLE 35

Article35§1

FREEDOM TO IMPART INFORMATION
FREEDOM TO RECEIVE INFORMATION

Partial refusal of journalists’ request to disclose State-held
information pertaining to the political and administrative
handling of the downing of flight MH17 in July 2014: no violation

Nederlandse Omroep Stichting and Others v. the Netherlands,
no. 20066/18, 21 April 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

DISCRIMINATION

Failure by State authorities to comply with their obligation to
protect the applicant, without discrimination, against the
segregation, assignment to menial labour and denial of access to
basic prison resources imposed by his co-detainees on account of
his “outcast” status within informal prisoner hierarchy: violation

Petrov v. Republic of Moldova, no. 38066/18, 5 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

EXHAUSTION OF DOMESTIC REMEDIES

Failure to use preventive remedy in respect of detention
conditions: inadmissible

925 applications concerning conditions of detention in Romania,
decisions of 29 January 2026

Decision | Legal summary

Remedies used not obviously futile in the unprecedented
situation with no relevant case-law on the matter: admissible

Sobczynska and Others v. Poland, nos. 62765/14 et al.,
21 May 2026

Judgment | Legal summary
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Article35§3-a

ARTICLE 37

ARTICLE 46

Article 46 § 2

ABUSE OF THE RIGHT OF APPLICATION

Applicant — an asylum seeker in Belgium — who alleged he was
living on streets in spite of judgment ordering Belgian State to
provide him with accommodation and material assistance while
having in fact been granted accommodation in Netherlands as
applicant for international protection: inadmissible

Mouelhi v. Belgium (dec.), no. 37336/23, 21 May 2026

Decision | Legal summary

STRIKING OUT APPLICATIONS

Application not pursued on behalf of an applicant who died
during the Grand Chamber proceedings and absence of intention
on the part of the other two applicants to pursue their
applications: struck out of the list

Vainik and Others v. Estonia [GC], nos. 17982/21 et al.,
30 June 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

EXECUTION OF JUDGMENT
GENERAL MEASURES

Respondent State required to take general measures to address
systemic issue of informal prisoner hierarchies

Petrov v. Republic of Moldova, no. 38066/18, 5 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary
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ARTICLE 1 OF PROTOCOL 1

Article1§1

PEACEFUL ENJOYMENT OF POSSESSIONS

Respondent State neither failed in obligation to protect applicant
company’s possessions nor delivered arbitrary or manifestly
unreasonable decisions against it: no violation

Finanziaria D’Investimento Fininvest S.P.A. and Berlusconi v. Italy,
no. 23538/14, 8 January 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

Inability to recover “old” foreign-currency savings deposited in
Ljubljana Bank Ljubljana (Sarajevo branch) and converted into
privatisation certificates administered by Bosnia and Herzegovina
authorities: no violation

Landika v. Slovenia, no. 45987/22, 3 March 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

Advisory opinion on the status of monastic premises and the
jurisdiction of the courts to examine a dispute concerning them

Advisory opinion requested by the Supreme Court of Ukraine [GC],
P16-2025-001, 5 March 2026

Advisory Opinion | Legal summary
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Cases by respondent State

ALBANIA

Manjani v. Albania, no. 32283/23,
10 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

BELGIUM

Mouelhi v. Belgium (dec.), no. 37336/23,
21 May 2026

Decision | Legal summary

BULGARIA

Kanev and Bulgarian Helsinki Committee
v. Bulgaria, no. 45864/22, 28 April 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

ESTONIA

Antonov v. Estonia, no. 48721/22,
28 April 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

Vainik and Others v. Estonia [GC],
nos. 17982/21 et al., 30 June 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

15 Key cases 2026 (January - June)

GEORGIA

Ramishvili v. Georgia, no. 4100/24,
3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

X v. Georgia, no. 35640/22, 31 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

GREECE

Suji v. Greece, no. 13250/23, 23 June 2026
(not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

ITALY

Finanziaria D’Investimento Fininvest S.P.A.
and Berlusconi v. Italy, no. 23538/14,
8 January 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

Petrov v. Republic of Moldova, no. 38066/18,
5 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary
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NETHERLANDS

F.B. and Others v. the Netherlands,
no. 28157/18 et al., 21 April 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

Nederlandse Omroep Stichting and Others
v. the Netherlands, no. 20066/18,
21 April 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

NORTH MACEDONIA

Taleski and Others v. North Macedonia,
nos. 34261/23 and 7877/24, 23 June 2026
(not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

POLAND

Sobczynska and Others v. Poland,
nos. 62765/14 et al., 21 May 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

PORTUGAL

Salvador Coutinho dos Santos Amado
v. Portugal, no. 44794/19, 3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

16 Key cases 2026 (January - June)

ROMANIA

Macovei v. Romania (dec.), no. 58004/17,
26 February 2026

Decision | Legal summary

925 applications concerning conditions of
detention in Romania,
decisions of 29 January 2026

Decision | Legal summary

RUSSIA

Navalnyy v. Russia (no. 4), nos. 4743/21 and
37083/21, 3 February 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

SLOVENIA

Landika v. Slovenia, no. 45987/22,
3 March 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

SWEDEN

D.M. v. Sweden, no. 32694/23,
26 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

TURKIYE

Yasak v. Tiirkiye [GC], no. 17389/20,
5 May 2026

Judgment | Legal summary
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Cases by applicant

A

Antonov v. Estonia, no. 48721/22,
28 April 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

D

D.M. v. Sweden, no. 32694/23,
26 March 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

F.B. and Others v. the Netherlands,
no. 28157/18 et al., 21 April 2026 (not final)

Judgment | Legal summary

Finanziaria D’Investimento Fininvest S.P.A.
and Berlusconi v. Italy, no. 23538/14,
8 January 2026

Judgment | Legal summary

K
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